origin of perityphlitis is not conclusive as yet. Of sixty cases of appendicitis which he had investigated there was a history of family or personal rheumatism in eleven, but in none of these could any causal relation between the two diseases be traced. Akerman has shown that intravenous inoculations of the bacillus coli into young rabbits would produce osteomyelitis and effusions into the neighbouring joints, and the bacillus coli had been demonstrated in these metastatic abscesses. In short, Poynton thinks it most probable that the polyarthritis associated with appendicitis is usually of the nature of a pysemic rather than of a rheumatic lesion, and if this is the. case it is an indication for immediate operation. 
